MAINE ON POPULAR GOVERNMENT.   119

us to attribute almost exclusive influence to
political theories, and almost entirely to omit
what we take to be the much more important
reaction upon theory, both of human nature, and
of the experience of human life and outward
affairs. He makes no allowance among innova-
ting agencies for native rationalism without a
formula. His brilliant success in other applica-
tions of the Historic Method has disposed him
to see survivals where other observers will be
content with simpler explanations. The reader
is sometimes tempted to recall Edie Ochiltree's
rude interruption of Mr. Oldbuck's enthusiasm
over the prsetorium of the Immortal Eoman
camp at Monkbarns. "Prsetorian here, Prse-
torian there! I mind the bigging o V

Sir Henry Maine believes that the air is thick
with ideas about democracy that were conceived
a priori, and that sprung from the teaching of
Rousseau. A conviction of the advantages of
legislative change, for example, he considers to
owe its origin much less to active and original
intelligence, than to " the remote effect of words
and notions derived from broken-down political
theories'" (p. 171). There are two great